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"Rich Aunt" gets shot November 13 & 14 
Fall cast ready to perform 

By Jare t  Morlan 
Bear Facts Staff 
After approximately two months of drew an Episcopalian minister who uses 
rehearsal, the cast of DMACC's fall play, very large words. The feelings Cue ex- 
"I Shot My Rich Aunt" are now preparing pressed are shared by the rest of the cast, 
themselves for their two performances. some cast members have stated that it was 
The performance of a play is really what the funniest show they've ever been in. 
theater is all about. A group of actors can Through weeks of hard work and 
rehearse a play till the cows come home, practice, "I Shot My Rich Aunt" is ready 
but what good does that do if no one gets to show what it has to the Boone and 
to see the final product? With this being DMACC community. Tickets are free for 
said, Kay Mueller and the cast of the the DMACC student body and $5 dollars 
show J' roudly announce the performances for the general public. 
of "I Shot My Rich Aunt" will be Nov. 
13 and 14 at 8 p.m. in the Boone DMACC Since the production uses a very large 
theater. and extensive vocabulary, Kay Mueller 
The show, a British stiff upper lip (the shows director) had the idea of ex- 
comedy, takes place in modern day Eng- posing the audienceto the words'they will 
land and includes a cast of characters here in the show. So here's your pop 
which will have you in stitches. With quiz, two tickets \r i l l  be given away to the 
wacky unions, a backwards staircase, and person to turn in the most correct answers 
a drawbridge that rises on the far side of of the matching words to the Bear Facts 
the moat, the setting of the play is more Office (room 210) by Thursday Nov. 12. 
than comical. If there is a tie, the person to turn it in 
"This show is one of the more enter- first will win. 
taining plays I've been involved in, and 1 Learn your vocabulary and come to 
can't wait for production night!" com- enjoy the fall play, "I Shot My Rich 
mented Jay Cue, who plays Nigel Wen- .Auntn. 
u 

Contrive to embellish your verbositJ; 
(Get ready to learn big words) 
Debauchery 1. an event that is unlikely to occur 
Nobless Oblige 2. benevolent and honorable 
Blithe 3. a great work 
Predilections 4. known by a restricted number 
Sesquipedalian '5. deep and extensive learning 
Elucidate 6. following a meal 
Erudition 7. striking conspicuous 
Vernacular 8. extreme sensual indulgence 
Intimation 9. to deny oneself 
Salient 10. to recite 
Incipient 1 1. large destructive fire 
Contingencies 12. cheerful 
Postprandial 13. imply subtly 
Colloquial 14. given to using long words 
Esoteric 15. disposition in favoring something 
Rhapsodize 16. contemptuous of what is honorable 
Abnegate 17. wicked or infamous 
Amicable 18. beginning to exist or appear 
Supine - 19. to make clear or plain 
Asseverate 20. to declare seriously or positively 
Magnum Opus 2 1. relating to conversation 
Nefarious 22. characterized by showing friendliness 
Conflagration 23. native language of a region or country 
Unscrupulous 24. lying on the back, facing upwards 
photo by .Jay C I I ~  
In a recent rehearsal, Eloise the maid (Dee McKnight, center) informs best friends 
Dustin (Alan Fredericksen, left) and Bingo (Jaret  Morlan, right) of the whereabouts 
of Aunt Valonia. Believing Aunt Valonia is dead, Dustin and Bingo shutter a t  the 
thought of her being "upstairs." 
To present free concert 
By Bob Eschliman 
Bear Facts Staff 
DMACC will offer a free concert on versity, and is nearing the completion of 
November 18 for the public's entertain- his Doctoral degree from the University 
ment. Skyline Brass, a brass quintet, will of Kansas. David Wolf, the bass trom- 
offer their unique brand of chamber music bonist for Skyline, attended the Eastman 
to the Boone Campus starting at 11:30 School of Music, and holds performance 
a.m. degrees from the University of Illinois, 
Skyline's David Kjar, who plays a and CCM. 
trumpet, has an Iowa connection, getting Skyline Brass has been assigned to the 
his Bachelor of Music Degree from the Ballard of Huxley School District for this 
University of Northern Iowa, and having year through a fine arts grant. They have 
played with the Cedar Falls/Waterloo recently performed at Drake University 
Symphony and the Chamber Orchestra of and Sirnpson College. Skyline's most 
Iowa. John Burgess, Skyline's other recent album offers some contemporary 
trumpeter, has a Bachelor's Degree from chamber music, which is sure to delight 
Wichita State University, and a Master's anyone. 
Degree from the Cincinnati College- The concert will be an excellent break 
Conservatory of Music. in the day for students and faculty alike, 
Jody Schmidt, who plays the french and should be entertaining as well as edu- 
horn, has degrees from Ohio State Uni- cational for the entire audience. All stu- 
versity and CCM. Bruce Tychinski, a dents, staff and faculty are encouraged to 
trombonist, has both his Bachelor's and attend, as well as members of the Boone 
Master's Degrees from Penn State Uni- community. 
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Winter weather I 

DMACC - If there is inclement weather 
such as a blizzard or ice storm, DMACC 
students, faculty and staff should listen to 
radio stations for possible college closing 
announcements. Boone Campus closing 
annr,uncements are made on the following 
radio stations: 
AM Stations 
KDLS 1310 PerryIJefferson 
KCIM 1380 Carroll 
KASI 1430 Ames 
KWBG 1590 Boone 
FM Stations 
KKRL 93.7 Carroll 
KLRX 96.1 Newton 
K GW  98.9 Jefferson 
KDLS 101.7 Perry/Jefferson 
KEZT 104.1. Ames 
KCCQ 105.1 Ames 
If you do not hear DMACC men-
tioned, you may call 432-7203 or 1-800-
362-2 127 (press 3 for Boone Campus) for 
a message regarding college closing. 
Faculty and staff who have voice mail 
may also access their voice box from 
home and heir a broadcast message if the 
college campus has been closed. 
There are no specific guidelines for 
closing college in terms of inches of snow 
or temperature, since many factors, in-
cluding time of day, total snowfall, inten- 
sity of snowfall, wind, and visibility all 
affect this decision. 
DMACC gives very serious consid- 
eration to all inclement weather and is 
committed to making decisions to close 
college as soon as possible. DMACC 
monitors weather conditions continuously 
in advance of winter storms. 
Bear Facts 
November 11,1998 
Vol. XXVII - Issue #5 
The Bear Facts is a student publication pub- 
lished bi-weekly at Des Moines Area Commu- 
nity College. 1125 Hancock Drive, Boone. IA 
50036 (515) 433-5092. TheBear Facts is dis- 
t$buted free to all DMACC students. stafl' and 
albmni, or a subscription can be purchased at the 
abnual rate of $10 to the general public. Edito-
tial and advertising offices of The Bear Facts are 
iucated in room #210. .2& Ftoor of the academic 
all letters in an at-
for the many diverse 
e views expressed in the 
arily the views or en-
lolicy announced 

At the Boone Campus, Executive Dean 
Kriss Philips will determine if college 
classes should be closed. 
In a memorandum to Boone Campus 
students and employees, Philips stated, "If 
weather conditions in the early morning 
hours warrant, the decision to cancel 
classes due to inclement weather will 
most generally be made around 6 a.m. As 
soon as a decision is made to cancel 
Boone Campus classes, the radio stations 
will be contacted." 
Weather conditions often change 
quickly; however, both for the worse and 
for the better and it may not be possible to 
make a closing decision by the target 
times. 
Weather forecasts are often inaccurate 
in predicting the severity of winter 
storms. Consequently, the decision to 
close a campus is based more on actual 
weather conditions than on weather fore- 
casts longer than 2 to 4 hours. 
Philips also stated, "When weather 
conditions in the early mornings delay the 
start of school the offices will be open for 
business at the designated time. Classes 
will begin with the first full class period 
beginning on or after the designated 
time." 
It is DMACC's intention to provide 
safe learning conditions while providing 
the opportunity for students to complete 
classes on a timely basis, when a vast 
majority are able to safely attend. 
The final decision to come to college 
when DMACC remains open can only be 
made by the individual student, based on 
specific extenuating circumstances, re-
garding the safety of travel. During ad- 
verse weather, the DMACC faculty has 
been considerate of students who were 
unable to attend classes due to extenuat- 
ing circumstances. 
Philips concluded, "If the weather 
conditions during the school day warrant 
an early dismissal I will make the deci- 
sion, notify staff and notify the radio sta- 
tions as soon as possible. The decision to 
cancel evening classes will most generally 
be made by 4:30 p.m." 
When the campus is closed due to in- 
clement weather, all classes and special 
non-traditional events occurring on cam- 
pus will also be cancelled. 
ROTARACT pr 

By Zach Evans 
Bear Facts Staff 
DMACC Boone Campus' 
ROTARACT chapter, the college or-
ganization similar to ROTARY, is spon- 
soring a toy drive for the children in 
Blank Children's Hospital. 
ROTARACT plans to place a Christ- 
mas tree in the Courter Center, decorated 
with tags. The tags will contain the age 
and sex of a child, as well as a small 
wish list for what the child would like to 
receive for a Christmas present this holi- 
day season. 
Telephone (5 15) 432- 1060 
FAX (5 15)-432-5736 
MODERN APPLIANCE 81TV 

Sales & Service 

I I
Home of Wbirlpoo~ RUI and Ktcben Aid 

LON MALONE 802 8" Street 
Owner Boone, Iowa 
50036 
SAB P1an.sto Add 
New Member 
By ad; Evans % 
Bear Facts Staff 
The decision to add a new member 
was finalized during the Wednesday, 
Nov. 4 meeting. The final decision to in- , 
state Wade Marsh as the fifth member of 
the SAB was met with approval. 
The final vote was not taken, how- 
ever, due to the fact that only two mem- 
bers were present, and three are required 
to form a quorum to take a vote. Presi- 
dent Robert Eschliman, at-large member 
Charity Peterson and alternate Mike Bill 
were not able to attend the meeting due 
to personal reasons. 
Recorder Kari Hull and at-large 
member Jen Kovach were the only 
members present, and discussion about 
the membership dilemma, as well as a 
controversy over ticket prices for non-
students at DMACC plays were at the 
top of the agenda. 
Kay Mueller, head of the drama de- 
partment. spoke to defend the ticket 
prices, saying that it is not within the 
SAB's authority to debate ticket prices, 
and that the drama tickets were afforda- 
bly priced. considerably less than what a 
commercial play would charge. 
Despite not attending the meeting, 
President Eschliman left detailed notes 
regarding the issue with Recorder Hull, 
in case the issue came to a vote. Eschli- 
man feels that the plays offered by 
DMACC are not the same as commercial 
plays 
Eschliman stated that DMACC plays 
are offered as educational opportunities 
for DMACC drama students and as rec- 
reation and entertainment for the rest of 
the student body, and should not be used 
as a profit-builder for the school. . 
The remaining SAB members dis- 
cussed the instatement of a new member, 
and came to a decision to instate Wade 
Marsh as the fifth person on the SAB. 
The spot was vacated after it was discov- 
ered that the delegate elected for that 
spot, Kelli Kupke, was not eligible due to 
the fact that she was not a full-time stu- 
dent. The group hopes to come to a final 
vote at their Nov. 1 1  meeting. The SAB 
urges the student body to attend their 
meetings, held weekly on Wednesday 
mornings at 8:15. 
epares for Chris tmas Toy Drive 

Students, faculty and staff interested 
in helping with this worthy cause should 
place their donations und-er the tree, and 
all donations will be collected at the end 
of the day. Cash donations are accepted 
as well, and should be placed in Lee 
McNair's office. 
ROTARACT is also sponsoring a 
food and clothing drive, with all canned, 
clean, and boxed food being accepted. 
The clothing that is collected will be do- 
nated to the Salvation Army, and the 
food will be donated to the local food 
pantry. ' 
If you are interested in participating in 
either of these endeavors, you can con- 
tact Jean Drilling or Wade Marsh at 
wms20000@dmacc.cc.ia.us. You can 
also contact Lee McNair at 
rmmcnair@dmacc.cc.ia.us. In a culture 
that emphasizes looking out for number 
one, think of those who are sick and 
needy and donate a toy or some food this 
Christmas. 
.. % - 7  - -
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Question: What does an accounts-nt use -for birth control? 

Answer: His or herpersonality 

Contributed by Brad Smith 
DMACC Accounting Instructor 
Since coming to DMACC as an ac- Myth #2 -To become a CPA you 
counting instructor, 1 have been amazed at must be a mathematician. 
the number of people who have said to 
me "You don't seem like the accountant Sony to bust your bubble, but ac-
type." I'm always a bit confused by this counting has very little to do with math. 
because it implies that there is a "type." I (Unless you include the ability to use a 
suppose that I would fit their image a bit calculator to add, subtract, multiply and 
better if I were a nerd with black rimmed divide.) Accounting is ,about the applica- 
glasses and a pocket protector. (OK, so tion of rules, interpretation of data, and 
maybe the nerd part fits.) But 1 can hon- decision making. Even if math is not one 
estly say that having a tax loophole of your strengths, you can be successful 
named after me is not my greatest asp'ira- in accounting. 
tion. I do not refer to my children as This is not to imply that becoming a 
"deductions # 1 and #2. 1 do not write off CPA is easy. In fact, the bar exam has a 
EXLAX as a "moving expense" and my higher pass rate than the CPA exam. In-
idea of a "good time" does not include a terestingly, even highly educated indi-
Saturday night chess match. 	 viduaIs with advanced degrees ofien 
It's time to dispel some myths. 	 misinterpret the difficulty level of ac-
counting. I remember a professor once 
stopping me in the hall and making the 
comment that she thought accounting was 
come ah accountant comes only easy, and that she had taken an account- 
after the realization that you are ing class in college for "fun." (Obviously 
not exciting enough to make it as she had a strange definition of fun.) 
a mortician. It's understandable why people think this way. Most individuals are never ex- 
posed to accounting beyond the Principles 
As a young person, I was not exempt 1 or Principles I1 levels. But judging ac- 
from making stupid decisions. Having a counting though experiences in Principles 
bit too much "party animal" in m e  I was I or I1 classes is like judging a degree in 
asked to leave my high school. Leaving medicine on an experience in Biology
home at 16 (temporarily) 1 discovered the 101. 
need for some of the simpler things in life In one respect however, this professor 
- like food and shelter. With no job and was correct. You need not be a "rocket 
no money, a brush or two with the law scientist7' to become an accountant. 
was inevitable. In any case, life was by Nothing in accounting is so difficult that 
no means boring. it cannot be mastered through dedication 
My days with !he 82ndAirborne set me and perseverance. 
on the straight and narrow path (not 
much choice - the Army has a unique 
way of dealing with troublemakers. Try 1 
getting a tattoo in the Army or even a 
severe sunburn - you will probably spend 
some time in the stockade uail) The 
charge?!? ...damaging government prop- Get real! Name one occupation that 
erty.) Some years later I went back to offers more reward potential than ac-
school and became a CPA (Certified counting, and I'll tell you to go do it. 
Public Accountant). Many accountants earn more money than 
To my amazement, the people I doctors or attorneys. Like anything else, 
worked with made me look like a church however, the monetary rewards will be a 
choirboy. Now don't get me wrong, these reflection of your commitment and dedi- 
were moral, ethical, and responsible peo- cation to your profession. And unlike law 
ple, but they firmly believed in the "work and medicine, you do not have to get all 
hard - party hard" mantra. When it was of your education at one time. A two- 
time to work, they did so with a passion, year degree can get you started in the 
and the same could be said when it was field. 
time to party. The key to their success While gaining experience on-the-job, 
was that they could do both responsibly. you can continue your education on a part 
The point here is, the terms "success- time basis. In fact it is very likely that 
ful" and "boring" are not synonymous. your employer will be willing to pay your 
These young people were (and are) the tuition. The combination of work experi- 
"movers and the shakers." They are the ence and education i s  a powerful learning 
people who drive the business world and tool. No, you won't make the "big 
with time will be afthe top of the corpo- bucks" right away in this scenario, but the 
rate ladder. Forget your image of the potential will exist as you develop and 
nerdy accountant, "cause it just ain't so." improve your skills. 
So what can you expect in terms of 
compensation? Well that all depends on 
your commitment, education, desire and 
experience. At the bottom of the "ac- 
counting food chain7' salaries in the 20's 
and 30's are plentiful. At the top, com- 
pensation in the hundreds of thousands 
are obtainable. According to the Robert 
Half 1998 Salary Guide ,compensation 
averages ranged from a low of $1 6,500 
for a clerk to $3 16,000 for a Chief Finan- 
cial Officer. 
Most professional positions ranged 
from the mid 30's to the mid 80's relative 
to experience and training. In addition, 
the numbers did not reflect the compen- 
sation of Partners in Public Accountirig -
traditionally one of the most lucrative 
positions. 
you must like spending all your 
Yes, many accounting jobs do involve 
just that. But many more do not. While I 
was employed as an auditor for a major 
media concern, traveling the country was 
the rule rather than the exception. Mon-
day morning flights across the country 
were followed by Friday afternoon flights 
home for the weekend. Have a two-week 
gig in Orlando or New York City or 
Washington DC? 
Forget the flight home for the weekend 
- the company was willing to fly the 
spouse (or significant other) to the job 
site. Visit Disney World or the Statue of 
Liberty or the Smithsonian Institute. And 
while you're there you won't be staying 
in the Motel 6 or eating at McDonalds 
(unless you really want to). Embassy 
Suites and fine dining were the standard -
all at company expense. 
Are all accounting jobs this good? Not 
a chance - you have to decide what you 
want and then you have to go after it. Pay 
your dues and collect your rewards. Are 
there a lot of jobs like this? You bet there 
are! Every business, government agency 
and non-profit organization in the free 
world employs the services of accountants 
in one fashion or another. 
Trv the FBI - one of the best de- 
grees to have if you want to be a 
Special Agent is an accounting
degree. 
Want to work for the government? 
Don't stop with the Internal Revenue 
Service. Try the FBI - one of the best 
degrees to have if ,you want to be a Spe- 
cial Agent is an accounting degree. 
Seems that the bad guys these days are 
into "cooking the books" or other naughty 
accounting related activities. want to 
work at the Pentagon? Better buy a big- 
ger calculator. I believe their numbers 
sometimes go out 1 l or 12 digits. Heck, 
maybe you'll even get to meet the next 
Monica Lewinsky. Wliy, 1'11 go out on a 
limb here and bet that even the White 
House has an accountant or two sitting 
around. 
Maybe you want to - heaven forbid 
- give up the "big bucks" so you 
can spend your days helping to 
"Save the Whales." Accountants 
are one of the key resources of 
many non profit organizations. 
Don't like government types or law 
enforcement? Maybe you want to -
heaven forbid - give up the "big bucks" 
so you can spend your days helping to 
"Save the Whales." Accountants are one 
of the key resources of many non profit 
organizations. Heck, if you really want to 
throw your life away - you could consider 
becoming an instructor at a community 
college. At least you won't spend much 
time sitting at a desk. (This was a poor 
attempt at humor Dean Philips. Didn't 
really mean the part about throwing the 
life away - Yeah, humor - that's what it 
was.) 
Once again, the point being made is 
that you cannot typecast this profession. 
Opportunities exist that you may never 
have considered. You can specialize in 
many different areas such as lntemational 
Accounting, Internal Audit, Forensic Ac- 
counting (Investigative), Corporate or 
Individual Tax, Management Account- 
ing, or plain old-fashioned Financial Ac- 
counting. 
The bottom line is that accounting 
involves a great deal more than sitting at a 
desk and opportunities can be found just 
about anywhere. And unlike some pro- 
fessions, gender is not an issue. Cur-
.
rently, the number of female accounting 
graduates exceeds that of males, and they 
are being hired in proportion to their 
numbers. 
Speaking of numbers, you won't be 
alone if you decide that accounting is for 
you or if you just want to "try it on for 
size.'' The accounting enrollments at 
DMACC and other colleges have always 
been good. But recent years have seen 
tremendous growth. In the past two years 
accounting enrollment at the Boone Cam- 
PUS has grown by over 60%. It appears 
that the word is getting out. ~ccounrin~ 
isn 'I just for nerds anymore! 
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Faculty triumphs in 
Brain Bowl 
By Jay Cue 
Beal Facts Staff 
U'11ut WUJ the occuputlon qf tho person 
who d~scovcredthe Deud Seu ScrolLc ' 
In \t,/~at/nounturn run,qr lvould one jinrl 
t/7e creature knolrn us the Yetl" 
Not since Rocklv IV has there been 
more determ~nationin a single competi-
tion as was shown in the first ever Faculty 
versus Student Brain Bowl held on No-
vember 4. The champ~onsof the student 
Brain Bowl. the Physics Team. repre-
sented the students. Members were Joy 
Weidow. Liz Hagan. Melissa ~ o n s b n .  
and drafted at the last minute was 
woman's basketball member Katie 
Kirkegaard. These four ladies matched 
wits and mind power against some of the 
finest minds the DMACC faculty has to 
offer. Jane Martino, psychology, Bruce 
Kelly. history, Lee McNair, sociology, 
and last minute draft pick ~ h o ~ d a  
* Schmidt, member of the w&an's basket-
ball team combined to acreate a mental 
powerhouse. 
The rules were similar to the student 
Brain Bowl. Activity director Terry Jami-
eson flipped a coin to see who would re-
ceive the first question. Each team then 
alternately received questions. Wrong 
answers were thrown out, and the first 
team to answer ten correctly was declared 
the winner. The questions were chosen 
from random categories, and were found 
on the Internet and taken from the 1998 
Information Almanac. 
After winning the opening coin toss, 
the Faculty Team shot right out of the box 
by answering their tirst three questions 
easily. But a drought of three incorrect 
answers allowed the Physics Team to tie 
the score at three a piece. The competi-
tion was gruesome, but the Physics team 
was well aware of the level of competi-
tion. 
The Faculty Tearn relentlessly an-
swered five of their next eight correctly, 
leaving a substantial gap for the Physics 
Team to overcome. Down 8-4, the Phys-
ich Team regained their composer and 
shrunk the gap by two points. 'The Fac-
ulty Tearn, however proved to be too 
much as they drove the final nail into the 
coffin, and captured the first ever Faculty 
versus Student Brain Bowl Championship 
by a score of 10-6. 
Though the competitors found the 
event to be an enjoyable one, the contest 
did leave sornethlng to be desired, spec-
tators. After the match, the Faculty Team 
agreed to a possible rematch later in the 
semester With an undefeated record, the 
Faculty Team could maintain their current 
streak Of course, the Physics Team is far 
from counted out, A rematch could be the 
intellectual contest of the century. In the 
event of a rematch, times would be 
posted. and students, faculty, and staff are 
always welcome to attend. 
Answers to ubove questions 
a shepherd 
the Himalayas 
"Doing our patriotic duty...7 9 
phoro b y  Bob Escht~nion 
One of the Boone Campus' many services to the Boone community is as polling cen-
ter for Boone's Second Ward. The Second Ward has approximately 1850 registered 
voters. On Tuesday, November 3, the east hallway of the E.W. Courter Center was 
-bristling with activity, as 862 voters cast their ballots from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. When 
asked why they were voting, most of the voters said it was their duty as a citizen to 
vote. 
-1Need a job to fit your class schedule? I 
The Gates Rubber Company 
Boone Division 
Now slccepting applications for  part-time employment 
Work a minimum of 1 6  hours per week in 4-hour increments 
(Must fit into 7am-3pm, 3pm-1 l pm ,  1 I pm-7am shifts) 
Build world-class hydraulic assemblies in team-managed environment 
Ear11 $8 per  hour wi th  increases over  t ime 
Apply in Person st .  
The Gates Rubber Company 
2121 Industrial Park Road, Boone, Iowa 50036 
Applications are being taken from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday - Friday 




Do athletics get too much 
Basketball pre-season IS in full swing here at DMACC Boone Campus. The Men's 
team has already had one match-up against Pella Windows. As I watched the teams 
warm-up, I spied something not quite right on the DMACC side of the court. Two of 
the sixteen players seemed to be wearing different shorts than the rest of the team, 
women's shorts. Luckily, the team, thanks to SAB funding, will be purchasing new 
uniforms for the start of the regular season. 
The first action the junior varsity men's Bears team will see is in a game in Kansas 
City. This trip requires a charter bus ride to and from the game as well as an overnight 
stay. The meals for the players are in part funded by the SAB. 
The entire DMACC athletic department received forty-one percent of the Student 
Action Board's budget in the 1997-98 school year. This money came mostly from stu- 
dent enrollment. The money is divided between the men and woman's basketball pro- 
grams, the men's baseball, woman's softball and coming in the fall of 1998, the 
woman's volleyball program. 
Unfortunately for these programs, there are some people who argue that the 
DMACC athletic department receives too much money from the SAB. Universities all 
over the country give similar support to their athletic programs. Besides the money 
from the school, the revenue from these teams is quite substantial due to the high price 
of spectating and concessions, helping also with the funding of the athletic department. 
In my opinion, athletic teams who can support themselves with athletic revenue should 
not be given a lot of aid. DMACC, however, is much different. 
Students are not 'charged to watch DMACC sporting events, a policy that many 
sports fans are very appreciative of. Compared to university prices, DMACC charges 
extremely low prices for non-student crowd members, which is also appreciated. Be-
cause of this, the athletic departments have limited funds to support their programs. 
This is why funding from the SAB is so important. Spectating is not the only way stu- 
dents can enjoy the athletic funds. 
With the weight room and athletic facilities being open to student use, any im- 
provements or additions made due to SAB funds can be used by anyone who has given 
a percentage of their enrollment to help support. 
It is also obvious by looking at rosters and crowd size that the athletic department 
not only has many more participants than most other groups, but more events to draw 
crowds. The four current DMACC sports include over one hundred total athletes, as 
well as over one hundred varsity games. Such a large department requires much fund- 
ing. With uniforms, equipment, and upkeep, the price skyrockets. 
Though money is important, it isn't the cornerstone of DMACC athletics. There are 
many people who would argue that the sports programs themselves receive too much 
attention. They argue that more emphasis should be placed on academics, since this is 
an institution of higher learning. I beg to differ. I can't recall practicing social skills 
and teamwork while listening to a lecture. Though most professors do a very good job 
of combining group activity with mental enhancement, it doesn't include the same in- 
tensity of teamwork that a team sport provides. Not only do athletics strengthen the 
body, but also builds skills in trust, cooperation, and create a sense of pride and self- 
worth parallel to none. 
I don't feel the athletic department receives too much attention, nor do they receive 
too little. When proportioned by cost, athletics is an expensive organization. When 
proportioned by skill, mental power doesn't always make for a supreme human being. 
With the right combination of academics, arts, clubs and athletics, DMACC has been 
known to let loose many fine individuals. Rather than compete with the athletic pro- 




attention on our campus? 
It's no secret that the wide world of sports is a dominating force in today's soclety 

Even I cheered when Mark McGwire's 62"d home run cleared the fence I have also 

been known to pout and mope after the Chiefs have a pathetic, and now too often. loss 

to a less than worthy opponent. Am I the only one to see how overbearing the sport5 

world is becoming? 

Being an avid fan of the NFL, 1 too am easily blinded by events such as the Super 

Bowl or World Series. But I've found that all this attention takes away from the very 

attention-worthy world of the fine arts. 

This issue isn't so much that of the professional world. Jim Carrey gets paid the 

same handsome amount as the average athlete. It's more an issue of the educational 

area. The battle between sports and other activities is not a young one. This age old 

war has been raging in high schools for quite some time. 

Somebody please explain to me why an athlete In a public school system is higher 

on the totem pole than everyone else. Academically. high school athletes average 

lower than the average student involved in the fine arts. Activities such as art. band, 

choir and drama, have been proven to stimulate the mind better than a head on collision 

with a large man in pads. 

I came from a high school where the record of the football team is 0-9, the basket- 

ball and baseball teams usually live up to these standards. though usually not that dras- 

tic. The only sports ever to have anyone compete at the state level are cross-country 

and track. Also at this high school, the music department had two instrumental and 

three. vocal All Staters. The drama department also sent two students to All-State 

Speech contest, two young ladies were sent to the FHA national competition in New 

Orleans, and the art department had several students who placed at the Conference Art 

Fair, all of this in just the last year. I played football for several years, and 1 can tell 

you that I find acting and singing A LOT more fun than running laps. 

This was my high school, now don't worry. I'm fully aware that I am no longer in 

high school, but I am starting to see the same sort of bias treatment here at DMACC. 

Now 1 can't stress enough that I am a huge sports fan. I personally am getting very 

antsy for the basketball season to start, but my chosen profession is performing arts. 

Now, some athletes in this school were granted with a full ride scholarships for ath- 

letes, yet when the idea of full ride scholarships for drama students was brought up, it 

was rejected. My question is why does that athlete deserve a free education more than 

a student pursuing a career in theater? 

After DMACC, or even after the athlete transfers to another a 4 - year school and 

plays basketball, what then? How many athletes really ever continue after college, es- 

pecially from Iowa? Of those who play for the NBA, 5 or 6 come to mind, same for 

the NFL and major league baseball. For a state the size of Iowa, this is fairly good, 

but the chances of success is slim to none. I'm not saying that someone in the arts has 

a better chance of fame and success, because they don't. That business is almost more 

difficult than the sports business. But when you look at how many people paint, write, 

draw, sing, play an instrument, act in community theater, do crafts most of their lives 

the number is quite high. 

No matter how much you played in High School or college, you'll just watch sports 
for the rest of your days. People can use the arts and hobbies till they die. Neither of 
these past times should dominate, I'm simple trying to show the importance of the arts, 
to let people know that the athletes aren't the only talented people in this building. 
There are singers, dancers, actors, artists all over this school. Please remember that be- 
fore allowing more dollars to go toward a student's education because helshe plays a * 
sport. If DMACC truly believes in the life long learner, then money should be used for 
that purpose by supplying full-ride scholarships for students who aren't athletes. 
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"You Smoke, You Choke9, 
By Brent West 
Bear Facts Staff 
(Jn November 19, 1998; the American 
Cancer Society will host the Twenty-
second Annual Great American Smoke-
out. This event will help millions of 
smokers "kick the habit," and help 
America's youth understand the impor-
tance of never starting to smoke. 
The theme of this year's SlnokeScream 
is "You Smoke, You Choke." 
According to the American Cancer SO-
ciety. "Cigarette smoking is drawing 
smoke. fire. and toxic substances into 
your lungs, for the purpose of giving the 
body a dose of nicotine, a highly toxic ad-
dictive drug." 
'The Gr.eat, AmeriCan Smokeout pro-
motion is the American Cancer Society's 
annual nationally recognized day when 
smokers are asked to put down their ciga-
rettes. cigars. and other forms of tobacco 
products, such as chewing tobacco, and 
pipe tobacco. 
Conn~eBooth. head nursing instructor 
at the Boone Campus, and President of the 
Boone Chapter of the American Cancer 
Society. who will coordinate the event 
commented, "1 think that the Great 
American Smokeout is a bery effective 
program of the American Cancer Society 
to help individuals who are trying to q u ~ t  
smoking, and it helps educate America's 
youth why not to smoke." 
Generally cigarette smoking can cause 
lung cancer. chewing tobacco can cause 
mouth cancer and pipe smoking can cause 
throat cancer. 
Monica Henning, a smoker and liberal 
arts sophomore on the Boone Campus 
commented, "I smoke because it takes the 
stresses off me at work. 1 quit cold turkey 
for about a month. It was a very hard 
thing to do and then one day, one of my 
life's stressful situations came up, and I 
started smoking again." 
The American Cancer Society claims 
that approximately 32 million smokers. 
out of the 47 million current smokers. 
want to completely kick the habit. 
The promise of an addiction-free life 
has encouraged many smokers to join in 
and prove to themselves that they can live 
a day without cigarettes and that they can 
therefore live the rest of their life without 
them. 
In 1997, 24% of smokers participated 
in the Great American Smokeout (ap-
in 10 to 14 days after starting the drug," 
commented Alley. "Now that I have quit 
smoking, 1 feel much better, and 1 can 
breath a lot better." 
The Boone Campus Nursing students 
and faculty will be celebrating the Great 
American Smokeout by making stickers 
and will have materials available to 
"Adopt a Smoker" available in the 
Courter Center during the week of No-
ve~nber 19. 
"Adopt a Smoker" is a program where 
Boone Campus students will be able to 
find a smoker and help them quit smoking 
through giving them candy and keeping 
their mind off their smoke breaks by tak-
ing them for coffee, and daing other types 
of cessation activities. For more intor~iia-
tion contact a nursing student or Connie 
Booth at 433-5070. 
If you are a smoker, and decide that on 
November 19, you want to put cigarettes 
down for good. Give it a try. Quitting
- -
yholo by Bren/ west will not be easy, but by preparation, de-
' 
DMACC Boone Campus Leisure Studies instructor, Bill Alley, quit smoking in termination, and some assistance, it can be 
January of this year. Alley,-who smoked three packs of cigarettes a day for 40 done. And if you are not a smoker but 
years quit because he was tired of feeling effects of hard breathing. He used the want to get involved by joining the 
prescription drug Zyban to quit. "It is one of the most effective processes to use to American Cancer Society in promoting 
quit smoking. Once you start taking the drug, you gradually quit smoking, and the Great American Smokeout, or if you 
the drug helps a person quit in 10 to 14 days after starting the drug," commented are helping a loved one quit, there's a 
All@. "Now that I have quit smoking, 1 feel much better, and I can breath a lot place for you during the Great American 
better." Smokeout. 
For more information and support 
services call the American Cancer Society 
proximately 1 1,280.000 people), and of avoid negative social influences. at I -800-ACS-2345 or look at the web site 
those participants, 19% reported that they Tracy Simpson, a Boone Campus at http://www.cancer.org. 
were smoking less or not at all one to five freshman in the Office-Assistant program 
days later. That's ovsr two million people commented, "I have tried to quit smoking 
who are well on their way to healthier, cold turkey, and I failed; however, I still 
smoke-free lives, giving credit t@ the feel I need to smoke because it relieves 
American Cancer Society for their guid- my daily stresses, so I still want my ciga-
ance and support. rettes. It is very hard to quit this habit." 
The Great American Smokeout is not 
just about adult smokers and cessation. Boone Campus Leisure Studies in-
As the times change and our understand- structor, Bill Alley, along with his wife 
ing of the addictive cycle of nicotine in- Judy, quit smoking in January of this year. 
creases. the American Cancer Soc~etyis Alley, who smoked three packs of ciga-
working to prevent children from ever be- rettes a day for 40 years quit because he 
colnlng smokers. was tired of feeling effects of hard 
More than 8O0I0of current adult smok- breathing and the dangers that cigarette 
ers started before the age of 18. That rea- smoking can do to a body. 
son is why the Great American Smokeout He used the prescription drug Zyban to 
is wanting to focus on promotions to quit. "It is one ofthe most effective proc-
communicate to America's youth the so- esses to use to quit smoking. Once you 
cial disadvantages of smoking and pro- start taking the drug, you gradually quit 
vide them with tools to recognize and smoking, and the drug helps a person quit 
if you  ccln quit for onct day, 
, * 
m 
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Upcoming Women's Basketball Games Upcoming w en's Basketball Games 
November 18 He North lowa Community College 5 0 0  p.m. November 17 H Riverland Community College 7:00 p.m. 
November 20 A Iowa Central Classic TBA November 18 H North Iowa Community College 7:00 p.m. 
November 2 1 A Iowa Central Classic TBA November 20 A Iowa Central Classic TBA 
November 23 A N.E. Nebraska C.C. 5:00 p.m. November 2 1 . A Iowa Central Classic 'TBA 
November 24  H Australian National Team 5 0 0  p.m. November 24  H Australian National Team 7:00 p.m. 
Did you play high 
school girls' softball? Self-defense class 
We need you this spring for DMACC's 
club team! Call Merrill Tam at 432-9558. November 30 at 7 p.m. DMACC Boone Campus Gymnasium 
3~ * (Further idormation available at front desk) 
The American Cancer Society urges all smokers to "quit for life." One way smokers can motivate themselves 





By Lorraine Powell 
This view is taken from a scenic view tower off of Interstate 80 which allows one to 
overlook the whole Missouri Valley and the Loess hills. 
How would you like to be par= of a The Loess (pronounced luss) hills were 
national park in the making? If your created in the last Ice Age. Rock 
answer is "yes," then yo14 need to visit the particulates t b t  had been churned to 
Loess Hills located along the western powder from the grinding glaciers were 
edge of Iowa: then blown into dune- shaped hills over 
U.S. Interior Secretary. Bruce Babbitt, thousands of years. The term "loess" 
recently returned from a visit to the hills. simply refers to silt-sized particles 
He said, "There's nothing like it deposited by the wind. 
anywhere. It's a remarkable place." Loess Hills stretches 200 miles from 
Babbitt was fascinated by the wide Sioux City, Iowa, in the north, to St. 
variety of prairie plants that he saw on his Joseph, Missouri, in the south. These 
three-mile hike through Sylvan Runkel rolling bluffs are truly geological 
State Preserve. Babbitt expressed his great wonders. Most of the loess deposits 
surprise at seeing all the tall grass prairie accurnulated between 18,000 and 150,000 
that is still existing in lowa and the years ago. 
impressive wilderness views he sa-rv as he Over the ykars, running water and 
looked out over the Missouri River erosion have formed today's sharp angles 
floodplain from the 200-Foot ridges of the and deep ravines. Although deposits of 
hills. 	 loess are found throughout the world, 
nowhere zlse except in China do they 
reach to the heights that they do in Iowa. 
LOESS HILLS SCENIC BWAY  During their early years, the hills were SPINE AND EXCURSION LOOPS 
inhabited by Ice Age animals such as the 
Wooly mammoth, camel, giant beaver and 
sloth. Stone tools and pottery discovered 
here indicate that humans have inhabited \:, IOWA >~ the hills for over 5.500 years. When Lewis 
1 I - "  	 and Clark visited here in 1804, the hills 
were occupied by the Sioux, Omaha, 
lowa, Pottawattomie and 0 t o  Indians. 
At one time the hills were mostly 
prairie. With the onset of agriculture and 
homes. much of the prairie has been 
relnoved tiowever. some of the original 
W~trcl?mr pra~rie plants and animals seen nowhererocssH;~IY 
S C C I I ~ CB ~ I W ~ Y  else i l l  Iowa, still. remain ~n the L,oess 
Hills. 
l.,oess has unique physical qualities. 
Once the topsoil has been removed from 
the slope of a hill. the exposed loess will 
dissolv; like sugar when it rains. Ev.en 
when covered with topsoil, loess will 
slump in such a way as to create "cat step" 
ledges.
-
My trip to the Hills began at the 
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, located 
just two miles west of Missouri Valley on 
Highway 30. DeSoto Refuge was 
established in 1959, with the primary 
purpose of creating habitat for migratory 
birds along the Missouri River flyway. 
Many species of geese, ducks, birds of 
prey and songbirds use this flyway 
corridor in spring and fall. Other wildlife 
such as white-tail deer, turkeys and 
coyotes live here year round. 
A Visitor Center at the DeSoto Refuge 
is open daily from 9-4:30 P.M., closing 
only on New Year's Day, Easter, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas. Events 
include a yearly schedule of special 
events, regular film showings at the 
Center on Saturdays and Sundays, and 
there are several hiking trails available. 
Also at the Refuge is the Bertrand 
excavation site. It is where the Missouri 
River Steamboat Bertrand sank in 1865. It 
was excavated in 1968-69 and the Visitor 
Center holds many of the artifacts and 
tools recovered from the digging. 
The hills themselves offer many scenic 
byways to drive on. My drive through the 
hills was greatly enhanced by the 
beautiful changing colors of the leaves. 
Many of the small towns like Moorhead 
and Pisgah, are nestled right in the hills 
themselves. 
The hills are no doubt one of Iowa's 
best kept tourist secrets, but they are well 
worth finding out about. Once you visit 
these "fragile giants," you will hopefully 
want to become involved in the efforts to 
preserve them as a national park. Write 
legislative leaders to show them that 
Iowans want these hills to be preserved 
for future generations. 




The Powell children stop for a bridge photo before beginning one of the hiking trails 
in the DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge. 
Taken from an observatory glass window in the DeSoto National Wi@life Refuge 
Visitor Center overlooliing DeSoto Lake. 
One of the many natural wildlife habitats located in the DgSoto National Wildlife 
Refuge. 
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One Earth One Chance 
By Bob Eschliman 
The Rant 
Well, It's been a while since you've all was sent to lead a detail to do routine 
heard from me, so in the words of Mills maintenance upon the main pressurizer. 
Lane, "Let's get it on!" No need to waste Apparently, someone forgot to indicate 
time, I'm just gonna rip lose here. that the pressurizer was inoperative and 
What is it with the Jerry Springer one of the valves was opened while the 
crowd? Some people might question men were inside the pressurizer. It was 
whether or not they are idolizing him, but instantly flooded with superheated (600° 
How harmful 
are pesticides? 
By Lorraine Powell 
Bear Facts Staff 
Approximgtely 2.5 million metric tons of pesticides are applied to agricultural 
crops, golf courses and other lands around the world. A pesticide is a chemical sub-
stance that kills pests. Pesticide use in the United States has nearly tripled since the 
1960's. This is largely due to the six-fold rise in the use of herbicides, which are 
chemical substances used to control weeds. 
In ecosystems in which there is little or no human intervention, natural pest control 
tends to keep populations of all organisms in a dynamic equilibrium. When the natural 
systems are altered, however, which includes the plowing up of the prairies and level-
ing trees to plant a single crop or tree species, the complex web of life is destroyed. 
With the planting of a monoculture of crops such as corn or beans, two major changes 
occur. One is the loss of natural insect predators such as birds and insects. The second 
is the huge availability of identical plant food that the predators can live on. 
Before this current age of new chemicals arrived, farmers used such chemical pes-
ticides as arsenic. ashes and hydrogen cyanide. In 1939, however, the discovery of 
DDT, a chlorinated hydrocarbon, brought about a revolution in agriculture. In 1972, 
after many years of use, DDT was banned. Its negative effects had far outweighed its 
positive ones; its major harmful effect being that it remained in the environment for up 
to 15-25 years and in the fat tissues, for decades. 
After DDT and other chlorinated hydrocarbons were banned, organic phosphates 
and carbonates were commercially produced. They more quickly degraded in the envi-
ronment. but they had their negative effects also. 
More recently, there has been a push for the development of more natural pesticides. 
Joel Coats, an Iowa State University professor, believes that the future trend in pesti-
cides will be more natural and more specialized to their use on specific pests. Coats is 
leading a team studying several natural compounds that come from flax, cassava, bam-
boo. and from essential plant oils such as cedar. citrus, mint and clove. He reports that 
methyl bromide, the second most widely used insecticide in the world, will be phased 
out over the next three years because of its serious affect on the environment resulting 
In ozone depletion. 
Worldwide, pesticides poison half a million people. Some pesticides cause immedi-
ate death, and others, chronic and fatal illnesses. These can include respiratory diffi-
culties, possible birth defects in pregnant women and various health problems due to 
the ingestionfofpesticides in the food we eat. A recent study by the National Academy 
of Sciences estimates that pesticides affecting common American foods such as toma-
toes, potatoes, lettuce and fruits, could be causing as many as 20,000 cases of cancer 
per year. 
Pesticide usage also affect fish and wildlife with consequences including death, repro-
ductive failure and cancers. 
The Environmental Protection Agency dictates which chemicals can be applied, but 
enforcement varies from state to state. The EPA stresses thorough education for all 
people who are applying chemicals. However. European and American companies still 
manufacture and sell banned pesticides to third world nations. This poses a major 
problem to their human population and to the United States in terms of the fifteen per-
cent of food that is imported back into this country. 
Today the EPA is required to notify all governments and international organizations 
worldwide each time it suspends a pesticide's registration. However, many countries 
have little or no controls in their pesticide use. 
The further developments of natural pesticides and predators and crop rotation hold 
out some hope for this present world where chemicals run rampant. But we need to 
educate ourselves about the consequences of chemical application and ,enlist the aid of 
government representativesto help regulate and enforce their usage. 
I 
when they're chanting "Jerry! Jerry!" it F at 1200 psi) steam, killing all of the 
has to be something like that. The obses- men. 
sion is getting in the way of their being All of them were American heroes, in 
able to notice the world around them. 
On October 29, history was in the 
making at I 'p.m. and watchable on any of 
the channels, except Fox 17, which car-
ried Springer. Senator John Glenn went 
into space onboard Discovery, while the 
Springer crowd, in the Courter Center. 
hogged the television for their perverse 
amusement. 
I admit gometimes you can do nothing 
but laugh at the mentality of his guests. 
but ignoring history in the making is just 
ridiculous. Why do they want to be so 
oblivious, anyway? Is Jerry Springer 
really that important? 
We're talking about a man who paid 
for a prostitute with a personal check. 
And to think that this is the guy who 
wants to give moral advice to the younger 
adults of our society. 
I'm guessing maybe that's why over 
sixty percent of Americans think it's basi-
cally okay if the President got oral sex 
from an intern while discussing national 
policy with a member of Congress. If 
they didn't think it was okay. more people 
would support the idea of impeachment. 
since that is the constitutionally pre-
scribed way of dealing. with such situa-
tions: 
Now that I'm onto the national scene'a 
bit, I really want to. hit another topic of 
national interest. November 11 is Vet-
eran's Day here in the United States. It 
will be nationally observed on that day for 
the first time in a few years. Much to the 
chagrin of veterans everywhere, it is typi-
cally observed on a Monday or Friday, so 
federal employees could hare a long 
weekend. 
The question is, have we forgotten 
what the day means? Recently, it has 
become a paid day off for most of' the 
country, as well as a day when the mail 
isn't delivered (no bills!) and huge sales 
at most Target and K-Mart stores. 
Traditionally, however, it is a .day to 
remember the sacrifices of the veterans of 
the armed services, the men and women 
who gave so much for us all. It all got 
started as Armistice Day, in remembrance 
of the fallen heroes of World War I. 
After World War I1  and the Korean 
Conflict, it became known as Veteran's 
Day, 'to commemorate the brave deeds of 
all of America's fallen war heroes. 
A friend of mine from boot camp and 
Naval Nuclear Power School was killed 
during an accident onboard a ship. He 
my eyes. No, they didn't take a bullet for 
another soldier or save an entire camp of 
refugees from certain death at the hands 
of a despot dictator. But they worked 
hard to help maintain the freedom we all 
cherish so much. 
Liberties, like freedom of speech (First 
Amendment, typically used to defend the 
transmission of Springer's show) and the 
right against self-incrimination (Fifth 
Amendment, which seems to get used a 
lot whenever investigating President 
Clinton) are defended prqudly by the men 
and women in uniform, everyday. 
But let's keep in mind that not all he-
roes are buried in national cemeteries. 
Some never even got a scratch on their 
bodies. To me, a hero is someone who 
did the right thing at the right time, no 
matter the cost, so we could all be free. 
It starts in boot camp and continues 
until the day that the veteran leaves the 
military. With days that started at 5 a.m. 
with "The Three S'sn (don't ask), fol-
lowed by a helping of that fine-fine Navy 
chow or a bag of MREs. 
However, performing mundane tasks 
frees up seasoned personnel, who can use 
their expertise in the defense of our great 
nation. So, even the lowliest potato-
peeling grunt is an American hero. By 
peeling the potato, pushing the papers, or 
swabbing the deck, that veteran freed-up a 
battle-hardened combat veteran, who 
could go out and kick serious butt for the 
good guys. But a veteran need not do 
something in the line of duty to be-a hero. 
One veteran and DMACC student, 
who shall remain anonymous, got out .of 
his car in a blizzard to help someone who 
had driven off of the road. He took the 
person to the nearest hospital so they 
could be treated for their injuries. These 
selfless people and their heroism are what 
Veteran's Day is supposed to be com-
memorated for. 
Each of you should take the time this 
year to contemplatethe deeds of the many 
that sacrificed everything so we could be 
free today. And when you look at the flag 
outside our school, pause for a second, 
and say, "Thank you," to those who paid 
the ultimate price: 
(Getting down off of the soap 
box ...and finally taking a breath) Well, 
I've gone on long enough. Just have a 
good time these next two weeks, and be 
safe. And with out a doubt, always re-
member TANSTAAFL!!! -
-- 
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Halloween costume winners 

Most Creative 
$25 gift certificates awarded by Student Kay Friest 
Action Board; judges Larry Schroeder, Scariest FunniestAnn Watts, and Jan LaVille 
I 
Chaos by Brian Shuster 

Marty was the big loser in their game of Dress "Today is the final session of our lab on rats, and "Wellsure he wobbles around a lot, but my money 




To the editor.. . 
Your John Glenn story made m e  
realize how male-lopsided ' the whole 
N A S A  space program is. Although 13 
women were also trained in the  1960's 
and passed all tests with flying colors, 
they never got  to  go into space. What  
stopped them? N A S A  managers used 
a techn~cali ty to  pull it off. It had been 
decided earlier that astronauts had t o  
have been jet  test pilots. None  of the 
potential w o ~ n e n  astronauts were 
qualified in that way because women 
were not eligible for that training pro- 
gram. 
John Glenn testified to  a House 
Subcommittee in July 1962, "The men 
go off  and fight the  wars and fly the 
airplanes and come  back and help de- 
sign and build and test them. The  fact 
that women are  not in this field is a 
fact of  our  social order." O n  February 
20,  1962, the same  day o f  John 
Glenn's  first flight into space, N A S A  
Administrator James Webb  issued the  
following memo to all NASA em-
ployees: "It is nzy intention to take 
posifive sfeps to ensure equal oppor- 
tunity for employment and advance- 
ment for all qualiJed persons on the 
sole basis of merif andjitness wifhout 
diserinlination on the basis of sex." 
The  social order takes a long time 
to change. On June 18, 1983, Sally 
Ride became the  first American 
woman to  reach space on the shuttle 
Challenger. Women now comprise 
10% of  NASA's  astronaut corps 
which is still dominated by jet test pi- 
lots. Eileen Collins, the  first woman to 
pilot a shuttle, is scheduled to be the 
first female shuttle commander in 
January 1999. 
The question I have is this. W h y  
did John Glenn get a second chance to 
go back into space before one  of the  
o p  Ed November 11,1998 
FROMTHE DESK OF DEANPHILIPS 

By Zach Evans 
Bear Facts Staff 
As the first semester proceeds along 
its merry course. a recent interview with 
the Executive Dean of the Boone Cam- 
pus, Icriss Philips. recently returned from 
vacation, provided some interesting re-
flections nnd insights on the year thus 
far. 
I'hilips' thoughts first and foremost 
&ere on the faculty, staff. an$ student 
body. "We really have a wondirful fac- 
ulty here, and a great staff and student 
body for that matter as well. When I talk 
to some of the deans on the other cam- 
puses, 1 realize juSt how good I have it." 
Philips wanted to 'thank the faculty, 
stail.. and student body for a great school 
year thus far. "lt's not just this year, but 
[lie past couple of years have just been 
fantastic." he said contentedly. "lt really 
makes my job easier since the faculty 
and starf do such a nice job. It's rare to 
have things run so smoothly. I really ap- 
plaud the job thal they are doing. It really 
helps to get away to see how things 
are' The petty and 'On-
cerlls of fade and you can see 
tlie big picture." 
Phil ips also stated that the student 
Ilousing probleln has been On his as 
late. "l'm worried about getting 
this done. since I believe that there is a 
definite need. It's not a done deal until 
it's a done deal, as you well know." 
He also mentioned the difficulty of 
commuting in the winter. "Once it gets 
cold. it gets harder to commute. Since 
60% of our caliipus is from Ames, the 
drive can get to be difficult if the weather 
isn't agreeable. Affordable student 
housing could be a help to some of those 
students." He commented that the lack of 
Iiousing is also a detriment in recruiting, 
especially since the size of the student 
body has grown in the past two years. 
Since DMACC Boone Campus re-
cently hosted an arts festival, Philips was 
eager to comment on it, stating, "I think 
that tlie arts festival was absolutely fan- 
tastic. I I-eally had no major concerns, 
and the faculty and staff that I talked to 
echoed my sentiments." 
He realized that there was some dis- 
sension in that opinion and addressed 
these concerns. "Whenever you have 180 
Dean Kriss Philips wanted to thank the faculty, staff, and student body 
for a great school year thus far. "lt's not just this year, but the past 
couple of years have just'been fantastic," the said contentedly. "It really 
makes my job easier since the faculty and staff do  such a nice job. It's 
rare to have things run so smoothly. 1 really applaud the job that they are  
doing." I t  helps to get away to see how things really are. The petty 
problems and concerns sort of fade away, and you can see the big 
picture." 
high school students in one place, obvi- 
ously you're going to have some prob- 
]ems. I can't applaud the efforts of Judy 
Hauser enough. though. The job she did 
was unbelievable. When she came to me 
last year with the idea of a participatory 
arts festival, 1 was slightly skeptical. I 
didn't think she realized how mLch work 
this would take to pull off. 1 agreed, 
however, and arranged a meeting with 
the DMACC Foundation, and they 
agreed to give her a small amount of' 
money. She was the one who drummed 
up most of the financial support, though. 
I really can't say what a good job she 
did." 
Philips said he was pleased with the 
result, too. "This arts festival really ex- 
ceeded all expectations 1 had. The job the 
faculty, staff, and the student body did 
was phenomenal. Not only was the arts 
festival education and informative, it 
could also become a great recruiting to01 
for this campus." 
In conclusion, Philips wanted to 
comment on weather cancellations. 
"Whenever it looks like we might be in 
for some nasty weather, 1 usually try to 
make the decision to cancel school no 
later than 6 a.m. I call [Paula Gold- 
sworth] and she puts it on the telephone 
answering service. So if it looks like 
school might be canceled, please call the 
school to make sure, or listen to your ra- 
dios." 
He said that few people realize the 
difficulty of making a decision like this. 
"If you don't cancel school and the 
weather gets worse, you have a high 
probability of accidents or problems oc- 
curring. If you cancel school and the 
weather gets better, however, you have 
wasted a perfectly good school day. I 
usuaIly try to get as many opinions as 
possible before making the decision. 
I usually talk to the dean at Carroll, 
since the bad weather usually hits there 
first. I sometimes talk to the buildings 
and grounds supervisor in Ankeny as 
well. So, if the decision isn't made right 
away, I would plead with the student 
body to be patient. 1 usually make the 
decision to cancel night classes by 4:30 
p.m., and have it on the radio by 5 p.m. 
or a little after." 
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Bowl Championship Series or NCAA College Football Tourney? 
By J a y  Cue 
Bcar Facts Staff 
College football had a fairy tale year 
In 1997-98. A coach, one of the best at 
- what he does in college football history, 
finished his career with an undefeated. 
record. His Nebraska Cornhuskers team 
played in the Orange BOWI against a tough 
'Tennessee team, and cruised to a 42-17 
victory, capturing the National Champion-
slrip. What a way to retire. 
College football had a fairy tale year in 
1997-98. A young coach of the Michigan 
Wolverines went undefeated and played a 
~ougliWashington State in the Rose Bowl, 
emerging with a 21-16 victory to capture 
thc National Championship.... wait a min-
ute. ~omcth~ng ' swrong here. 
Gel usc to it. The National Champion-
ship has been split three times in the nine-
tres. wa) more often than the college 
tootball founding fathers had intended. A 
long time ago In a not so far away place, a 
systelrl was set up to decide who was the 
tunities to give teams one last chance to 
prove themselves be.st in the nation. 
Problems arose when Bowls bought 
rights to represent certain conferences, 
such as the Rose Bowl contracting the 
winners of the Big Ten and PAC Ten con-
ferences. This meant that if a Big Ten 
team and a SEC team were the only ones 
to be undefeated, they weren't allowed to 
compete in the post season Bowl games. 
Now college football was having more 
than one team finishing with superior rec-
ords and no way to find who was actually 
the best. In the case of the 1997-98 sea-
son. the coach's poll insisted Nebraska of 
the Big Twelve,Conferences was the best, 
while the Associated Press poll accounted 
Michigan of the Big Ten to be as such. 
What a headache. This led to a split Na-
tional Championship and much contro-
versy about the current system. 
one to tell a team that even though their 
record says they are just as good. tlie polls 
say differently. 
The Bowl conimittett wasn't totally 
ignorant of these possibilities. In order to 
shine just a little Inore light on these grim 
possibilities, they feel they have come up 
with the opportune solution. Not only 
will the coaches and Associated Press 
polls be used to decide the best. two more 
factors have been added. 
Thk first is a computer ranking system. 
This system allows a computer to statisti-
cally analyze the rankings of teams due to 
factors like record, difficulty of schedule 
and margin of victory. Some think this 
should replace the polls altogether. 
The second factor added into selecting 
the bowl opponents is difficulty of sched-
ule itself. Many would agree an unde-
feated schedule in a weak conference 
wouldn't compare to an undefeated record 
ketball season which starts every year in  
November. It would also take away from 
some of the magic of the regular season. 
An undefeated record would mean less 
since. theoretically. anyone wit11 two or 
fewer losses has a good chance of being 
included. This means late fall rivalries of 
powerhouses. such as Florida and Florida 
State. would have less national recogni-
tion since tlie loser would simply have a 
lower seed In the tournament. This 
doesn't mean they won't still be National 
Champions. 
Comparatively, both the Division I [  
and Division Ill football seasons have 
always ended with tournaments. This 
seems to have worked well for many 
years. Not only does tlie sport of football 
end with tournaments, but evely ma.jor 
NCAA sport, with the exception of Divi-
sion I football, ends with some sort of 
postseason tourney. 
THE  * s * + + c s * r * * + + c e t + c s * *  
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best team in Division I college football. 
'l'llis system consisted of two polls. One 
was put together by the opinions of 
coaches of every one of the 1 12 Division I 
learns. The other poll asked the same 
opinion li-om many sports commentators 
and journalists throughout the nation: each 
strpposcdly picking whom the populous 
rllo~~glicshould be the best team. Prob-
Icnis soon stirred. 
The polls, rather than working to-
gctller. provided a sense of antagonism to 
tllc average football fan. One poll could 
pick Ohio State to be the best in the coun-
try. and the other could pick Florida. 
Wh~clione does a person choose? The 
NCAA then set up a Bowl system to solve 
tllc problem, or so they thought. 
A number of post season games, 
I3owIs. were set up to match up certain 
teams depending on their conference out-
conle, record, and/or poll rating. This 
often provided many great games for 
spectators to enjoy over the holiday sea-
son. It was also meant to provide oppor-
The Bowl committee thinks they have 
finally solved the problem for the 1998-99 
season, which is currently underway. The 
Bowl officials have created what they call 
a Super Alliance. This is simply an 
agreement between all major bowls that 
teams can no longer be contracted and 
required to play in certain bowls. This 
means theoretically, the number one and 
number two teams in the nation will play 
for the national title on January 2, 1999. 
Problem solved right...wrong. 
This improved system is a spectacular 
one if the top two teams in the nation are 
the only ones undefeated or with one loss. 
But what happens if a third team pops its 
head in with an undefeated record? How 
much should the coaches and associated 
press be trusted to pick whom they think 
is the best? Another scenario is if one 
team is undefeated and more than one 
team has only one loss. How is the oppo-
nent to the number one team chosen? 
Even worse yet, what if there are no unde-
feated teams? I wouldn't want to be the 
in a conferenck where four or five teams 
are nationally ranked. This has its posi-
tives, but is far from flawless. If a really 
good team is cursed with a weak conl'er-
ence, they would have to score substan-
tially higher than their opponents to boost 
their computer ranking. Unfortunately lor 
them, every college football fan knows 
that running up the score is one of the 
most unsportsmanlike things for a coach 
to do. 
Many coaches and fans alike feel these 
reasons are why the Bowls are entirely the 
wrong way to go. They feel, aside from 
tradition and revenue, they are outdated. 
Instead, the post-season tournament idea 
has been proposed for many years. This 
tournament would give any of the top 
sixteen or thirty-two or however many 
entries a chance to prove themselves tlie 
best. No controversy ...or is there 
The opposition to this new idea argues 
that this would take well into January: or 
even February to complete possibly inter-
fering with too much of the college bas-
Tradition is important. So is a clear-
- -
cut National Champion. Which is more 
important? Should the NCAA Division I 
schools opt for a change going into the 
Twenty-First Century? Or is the excite-
ment of the regular season and tlie tradi-
tional New Year's Bowl games worth the 
hassle? Either way. sit backs and enjoy. 
There's nothing quite like the college 
football season. 
Bowl Championship Series Rankings 
Rankings are determined by a combi-
nation of Coach's and Associated Press 
polls. difficulty of schedule. computer 
rankings, and record. Top two teams 'at 
the end of the season play for the National 
Championsh~p. 
Rank Team W L Last Week 
I Tennessee 8 0 2 
2 UCLA 8 0 1 
3 Kansas State 9 0 4 
4 Florida State 9 1 6 
5 Florida 8 1 5 
T H E  * * * * * * a * + * * * *  *+1*++* T H E R t h t t t 4 C k B * Z * l * * a - L L b d 
NOKIA SUOAR BOWL 
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Boone Travel Agency, Inc. 
6 11 Story Street 
Boone, Iowa 50036-2833 
(5 15) 432-8033 (800) 798-8033 
Fax (5 15) 432-8035 
Sandwiches Dinners Catering for 25-500 
112 Hayward Ames 
292-1670 
Dine In Carry Out Service 
Mon-Sat 1 1 - 9p m 
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Men's basketball loses exhibition; wins confidence of coach off t h e  wall 
\ \Bears unable to bring "Titanic"down .,tfiM,. 
By Bob Eschliman 
Bear Facts Staff 
7 he DMACC Bears Men's basketball 
team had their first look at competition 
Wednesday, October 28, in the Boone 
Campus Gymnasium in front of a crowd 
of roughly 90 fans, who braved a severe 
thunderstorm to catch their Bears in ac-
tion. They played a hard-fought exhibi-
tion game against the team from Pella 
Windows in a modem day sport battle of 
David versus Goliath. 
This time, Goliath (Pella) won, 91 -
58. The Pella team played DMACC rival 
Iowa Central Community College of Fort 
Dodge the previous evening, winning by 
a score of 102 - 66. This marked the first 
game-time experience in "The Den" for 
many of the members of this young 
DMACC team. 
Prior to the game, DMACC assistant 
head coach Lany Schroeder said," This 
game will be a real eye-opener for our 
guys, with the level'of play of these Pella 
Windows players. They're men." 
The Pella Windows team has always 
been a formidable opponent for both 
junior college and Division I teams, alike. 
They have played many Division I pow-
erhouses, like Kansas~andBall State. 
All of the players of the Pella team have 
played for Division 1 schools and many 
currently play professionally abroad. 
Most are either drafted or looking to be 
drafted by teams in the NBA. 
According to the pella Windows press 
release, Kansas head coach Roy Williams 
says, "Pella Windows provided our team 
with a solid exhibition game. They 
played a full 40 minutes of competitive 
basketball and gave our players a good 
opportunity to play against a quality 
team." 
A tough, quality opponent is exactly 
what DMACC head coach Terry Jami-
eson feels his young team needs. Jami-
eson has been very upbeat about the 
Bears' chances in the conference this 
year, which includes lndian Hills Com-
munity College of Ottumwa. The Pella 
In comments the day before and just 
prior to the game, Ja~niesonsaid, "Titanic 
is coming in, full steam. This is just a 
scrimmage. All that this is going to count 
for is to make us better. I chose to play 
against [Pella Windows] because they 
compete against guys who are profes-
sional-level. Winning or losing tonight 
will be irrelevant. I. just want to see who 
rises to the occasion. This is going to be 
men playing against kids. " 
The action was fast and furious, right 
from the start. Pella Windows started the 
scoring quickly with quick steals of two 
DMACC passes, leading to a quick lay-up 
and a powerful dunk. The Bears finally 
got on the board with a lay-up followed 
by a three-pointer from #10 Josh 
Henderson. That gave the Bears an early 
5-4 lead. That would be the only lead the 
Bears' would see, as Pella quickly pulled 
away to a 14-9 lead by the 1557 mark of 
the first period, when the Bears took their 
first timeout. 
DMACC came out of the timeout re-
juvenated. Joey Hupp, #24, drained an 
open three-pointer and #42 Dan Scho-
maker came up with a lay-in to make the 
score 14-16. The Bears' defense re-
mained tough, getting rebounds, and cre-
ating turnovers. Henderson took an 
opening after a Pella turnover and pene-
trated for a quick lay-up to tie the score at 
16 apiece. However, the Bears' offense 
sputtered, and Pella took off to a 25 - 16 
lead at 12:46 remaining in the half. 
DMACC continued to struggle inside, 
until Schomaker rolled one in with 11:30 
left in the half. The Bears held strong on 
defense, and answered with another quick 
shot near the three-point line by #20 Mike 
Jenkins. DMACC again struggled on 
offense, failing to get the necessary offen-
siv.e rebounds and struggling to get back 
on defense. 
The Bears finally got back into the 
scoring at 8:20 left in the half with Scho-
maker getting a quick finger roll, but the 
son, #34, put in a quick three at 3:32. 
After 'a quick steal, #22 Andy Carrel 
added another jumpshot. DMACC's de-
fense intensified, and the Bears went on a 
quick 6-2 scoring run. But by halftime, 
Pella led by a score of 45-28. 
Pella scored first again in the second 
half, as the Bears continued to struggle. 
Carrel finally got the Bears on the board 
for the second half with a fifteen footer, 
on which he was fouled. He iced the 
charity toss, and closed the Pella lead to 
47-31 with 17:48 left. Pella's defense 
intensified, blocking three consecutive 
DMACC shots. 
The Bears were continuously out-
rebounded throughout the second half. At 
the halfway mark of the second half, 
Pella7s lead was increased to 66-41. As 
the half wore on, the Bears quickly tired. 
At the 7:15 mark, the score had mush-
roomed to 81-43. The Pella defense went 
loose in the final three minutes of the 
game, allowing the Bears to stay rela-
tively close, In the final minute Scho-
maker slammed an earth-shattering dunk, 
followed up by another dunk by Christen-
son for the final score of the game. 
Despite the lop-sided score, Jamieson 
was very impressed with the hard work 
that the Bears showed throughout the 
game. He said, "I was impressed with our 
group big-time...I did a lot of substituting. 
The conference will have a lot of trouble 
competing with us. I'm greatly impressed 
with the play of Henderson and Christen-
son. We probably have the best point 
guard in the state in Henderson." 
The Bears will begin the season with a 
7 p.m. game on November 17 against 
Riverland Community College of Roch-
ester, MN in '"'he Den." Tickets are free 
to DMACC students and can be pur-
chased at the door by non-students for $5 
for adults and $2 for school-aged persons. 
Students, alumni, and DMACC Bears 
fans throughout the area are encouraged 
to attend the games and support the team 
Bea r f a c t s  staff 
Mainstream Living, Inc. has 
opportunities in human services. 
- -
Gain experience 
Working with special needs children or 
adults in a variety of residential settings, 
job duties will include supervision for 
skill development, community outings and 
other activities. Full-time or part-time po-
sitions available in Ames, Ankeny and 
Des Moines. 
To apply in Ames call 
515-232-8405 
2012 East 13 '~  
Need Help with the Heating Bill? 
Boone County residents contact 
Joyce O'Toole 
Boone County Community Action Center 
7 12 Keeler St., Boone 
515-432-5052 
(Assistancebased on household income. type 
of housing and type of fuel) 
1998 Low-Income Energy Assistance I'rogram
* * * 
The Minnesota Opera presents... 
-3-
Featuring Choruses from Boone. Ames. 
~ilbe?,Nevada and RolandlStory 
High Schools 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 
Ames High School Auditorium 
-
team also soundly defeated the lndian Bears' offense died, waiting nearly five throughout the 1998-99 season, which is Sunday, 2 p.m.
Hills squad on October 25. minutes for another score. Pad Christen- expected to be a very exciting one. Boone High School Auditorium 
A Neighbor You Can Bank On 
A community is m'ade of dependable neighbors--someone you can count on when 
you need them. We're the home of full-service Saturdays where our entire bank 
is open from 8:30 to Noor). We're the home of Boone's best checking with our-
attractive MercOne & Mesa Club accounts. 
Open your new checking account at our South Story location. 
We're proud t o  be  a neighbor you can bank 











Kelly Howard 8 Gail Nichols, Stylists 
718 Allen Street 
Boone, Iowa 50036 515-432-3473 
Tickets: $5 Students, $10 Adults, $8 Senior 
Citizens. All proceeds to go to the Israel Fam-
ily Hospice House. Tickets on sale in Ames at 
Ames High School, Mary Greeley Medical 
Center and Rieman Music. On sale in Boone 
at Boone High School and Redeker's. 
* * 
DMACC Employee 
Time Sheet Due Dates 
Week of 1 1101198-11/07/98 
Week of 11108198-11/13/98 
must be into business office by 
November 13 
* * * 
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Need Job ~ x ~ e r i e n c e ?  
Join the Earth Team! 
Working side by side with USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
professionals. volunteers will learn new 
skills. meet new people, be part of a dedi- 
cated conservation effort and gain work 
experience that looks great on a resume. 
Positions available include surveying, 
conservation practice layout, computer 
work, office work, wildlife habitat plan- 
ninglplanting and much more! 
For more information call the 
Boone County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
1327 SE Marshall, Box 610, Roone 
5 15-432-23 16 
Soccer soccer-soccer 
Love playing soccer? . 
Interested in forming a fall and/or winter 
indoor league? Then contact Jason at 
jer20000@dmacc.cc.ia.us o r  call 
51 5-292-2260 and leave a message. 
When contacting Jason. include name. phone 
number. e-mail address, position desired. 
experience and n~ghts free to practice. 




Tuesday, November 17 
8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Campanile Room, Memorial Union 
Prepare for admission by learning 
about academics, financial aid and hous- 
ing. See your adviser for more informa- 
tion and registration materials. 
Office of Admissions, Alumni Hall 
5 15-294-5836 

or 1-800-262-38 10 







Thursday, November 19 
12:45 - 1:30 p.m. 
Courter Center 
Tumbling her way to 

By Chad Lowe 
Bear Facts Staff . 
When walking the halls to the next 
class does anyone realize who or where 
some of the students are from? There are 
some fascinating people attending this 
school; people who have been across the 
country and around the world. Rona 
Rysavy, an accomplished power tumbler 
and Boone High graduate, is one of them. 
Rona began power tumbling when she 
was fourteen years old. Power tumbling is 
a form of floor exercise with an emphasis 
on tumbling. From the start, she was 
faced with some distractions. She was 
told she was too weak or just didn't have 
the ability to compete at a higher level. 
Rona used those comments to roll her way 
onto a team. 
After reaching her first goal, it was 
time to prepare for her first competition. 
With butterflies in her stomach, she 
maximized her ability at the time. "At 
every meet I participated in, I received a 
medal," Rona explained. 
Now it was time to compete against the 
best in the state. In 1993, at the state 
meet, Rona finished second. When her 
senior year was over, it was time for Rona 
to decide if she was ready to compete 
against the rest of the world. 
In December of 1996, Rona reached an 
ultimate goal she had possessed for four 
years, making the U.S. Tumbling Team. 
It was time for her to see how she ranked 
against the best in the world. 
Facing a difficult decision about her 
education, Rona decided to attend 
DMACC. This would give her an oppor- 
tunity to stay active in power tumbling, 
and get an education. Rona commented 
on why she chose the Boone Campus. "I 
wanted to continue my education and stay 
involved in power tumbling." she said. 
"Plus. it is cheaper than a university." 
Once she had made the U.S. team, she 
realized that she'd get the chance to see 
the world while participating in the sport 
she loves. Rona has been to such places 
as Arizona, Florida. Las Vegas, and even 
Australia. Some people only dream of 
seeing these places. 
Rona also commented on the friends 
she has made at the meets she has partici- 
pated in around the world. She added that 
the top 

the support from her parents has helped 
her stay motivated and to continue to "get 
better each day. Getting the support 
helped Rona in competition at the World 
Championship Meet. Placing seventeenth 
in the world at tumbling put Rona near the 
top with the world's best tumblers. 
Now at the Boone Campus, Rona has 
set new goals. She plans to transfer to 
Iowa State University to major in ac-
counting. In the future. Rona hopes to 
have her own gym and be involved in 
coaching power tumbling. 
Phoro bv ('hod I.OII,L-
. Rona Rysavy. one of the United States top power tumblers, worked her way to 
the top through hard work and determination. Despite others telling her she was 
too weak and couldn't compete, she eventually placed seventeenth in the world in 
power tumbling. Rona is an  accounting student on the Boone Campus. 
BOONE 
BANK 
& T R U S T  CO.  
"Doing it allfor you!"1 11716 8th St. 1326 S. Story 
EaUAL HOUSING Boone, lA Boone, IA ~tustn 
L E N D E R 51 51432.6200 51 51432-2602 F D l C 
. www.boonebankiowa.com 
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Talk Back -W 
By Chad Lowe 
Do athleticsget too much attention on our 
campus? 
Matt Edgington Brent ~ a r r i s  Amanda Heenan Andy Lindholm 
"No. They should have more ac- "No. The attention given is de- "No. I don't think athletics get "No. Athletics make the school 
tivities for all the students, such as "served because athletics help to enough attention at the Boone more appealing to students consid-
intramural soccer or coed softball." better the school." Campus." ering attending the campus." 
DMACC needs Fall Break 
By Brent West 
Bear Facts Staff 
Every year in the spring semester, 
DMACC students get one week of  va-
cation around the last week in March. 
This is the world famous Spring Break, 
where college students head south for 
some fun in the sun or just relax at 
home. 
In the fall semester, DMACC stu-
dents get two days of vacation to ob-
serve the Thanksgiving holiday. Other-
wise, with the exception for Labor Day, 
DMACC students get no days off for 
vacation in the fall semester. 
Why not give DMACC students the 
whole week of  the Thanksgiving holi-
day off for vacation and call it "Fall 
Break?' 
Other area colleges and universities 
get a fall break. For example, Iowa 
State University gets the week o f  
Thanksgiving off for a fall break. 
This would give DMACC students a 
week off from the stresses of their aca-
demic careers, so  they can relax and 
enjoy themselves. They could go hunt-
ing, Christmas shopping, and do other 
fun activities. On a more serious note, 
students 
could get more work hours in, do  some 
studying, or catch up on some much 
needed sleep. 
DMACC students also need a break 
from all the mental stresses of college, 
such as exams and term papers, in the 
fall like we get in the spring semester. 
According to George Silberhorn, Boone 
Campus Academic Counselor, the fall 
semester has between an estimated one 
to three percent increase in drop-out rate 
over the spring semester. This could 
possibly be a stress issue due to students 
not getting More time off for vacation in 
the fall semester. 
DMACC students would enjoy the 
break, as other colleges and universities 
truly enjoy their fall breaks. 
Students who take classes at both 
Iowa State Ilniversity and DMACC 
probably do not enjoy coming to 
DMACC classes during their fall break. 
The DMACC administration should 
consider giving DMACC students the 
whole week off for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. The three extra &iys wouId be 
appreciated. The faculty and staff would 
enjoy a fall break, also. 
By Jare t  Morlan 
Bear Facts Staff 
This column will allow the DMACC 
student body a look into the movie world, 
ranging from what is a hot rental to the new-
est block buster. The ratings system is fairly 
simple: 
A Film: this is a movie that has every-
thing you could ask for, your general 
five star movie. 
A Movie: This about a three star movie, 
it's good and worth your time, but 
nothing amazing. 
A Flick: A one to two star show, 
nothing to get excited about, lent 
maybe, but don't waste your time. 
"The Truman Show" came out in June. 
Movies today seem to be running out of 
ideas. Hollywood is spewing out the same 
dreary ideas one long flick after another. 
"The Truman Show" adds life and original-
ity to the monotonous nature of today's 
movie industry. Jim Carrey's film offers a 
delightful exploration of life and the enter-
tainment business. 
The story itself is about a television 
show, dealing with the life of a man, 
Truman Burbank (Carrey), who has been 
recorded and broadcast live ever since his 
birth 30 years earlier. The show's creator, 
Christoff (Ed Harris) orchestrates the show 
from the control station which doubles as the 
moon of Truman's world. As a baby, he 
was adopted by the OmniCam Corporation, 
a futuristic television company. From that 
point on, his entire life had been watched 24 
hours a day around the world. 
'~veryonein his storybook sea-side town 
of Seahaven, which happens to be the largest 
production studio created, is an actor. His 
best friend and wife are people hired to play 
roles. Then, one small event triggers 
Truman's curiosity as to what his life is 
about. Slowly he begins to realize that he's 
constantly being watched, with approxi-
mately 5000 cameras. His picture perfect life 
becomes a realistic disaster. 
The "Truman Show" takes viewers to 
another level of perception and belief. The 
movie takes a look at the stereotypical life of 
television and its affect on the lives of its 
viewers. It also journeys into the heart and 
innocence of Truman himself, wonderfully 
played by Jim Carrey. The audience sym-
pathizes with the character, who is so like-
able that the audience may find themselves 
laughing and crying with him. 
The movie is very original. Its ingenious 
story line provides excitement and wonder 
into a man-made world. Setting aside his 
over-the-top antics, Carrey brings a loveable 
spark to Truman. 
The Truman show is a bright, joyous film 
that brings the innocence of childhood and 
the cruelty of life to a head-on collision and 
breathes creative life into a suffocating in-
dustry. This movie easily receives the rating 
of a Film. So, as Truman would say, "Good 
morning! And in case 1 don't see ya, Good 
afternoon, Good evening, and Good night!" 
